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WORTH READING. 





The following essay was delivered by 
Miss Hattie Conser, of this city, before 
the annual meeting of the W. C. T. U., of 
Dakota, at Yankton, some weeks since: 


Fellow laborers, co-workers and coun- 


sellors: [ would regard it the boldest 
presumption to appear before you, if we 


were not told by the highest authovity 
that in the conflict for the truth and 
right the weak shall confound the mighty, 
the still small voice be as potent as the 
words of the eloquent orator, and that 
“one shall chase a thousand, and two put 
ten thousand to flight.” We are here as 
co-workers with a definite object in view. 
Many of us, young in years and exper- 
ience, have come to learn lessons from 
wiser heads and braver hearts, that we 
may return and teach others something 
of that higher life which we hope to reach. 

We feel that purity and harmony and 
zeal and hope are here. That vanity and 
pride and ostentation are absent. That 


“heart within and God o’er head” we're 
| ready for the conflict before us. I still 


| feel impressed that I ought not to occupy 
.| the time of the many able expounders of 
-|the principles which underlie our work. 


But if I can throw one small pebble to 
help disturb and purify the stagnant 
waters I shall be glad. 

Human nature is a riddle and many 
philosophers have been trying to guess 
the riddle instead of solving it. The rid- 
dle of the ages may be thus stated: “To 


' | know the wrong and yet the wrong per- 


sue.” Canit not truthfully be said of 
our modern world that we know the 


| wrong and yet most persistantly cling to 


it? This is the worst feature of our frail, 
human nature. From this it follows that 
toreform any society of any eyil,it is first 
necessary to enlighten the judgment, and 
next, to secure obedience to that en- 
lightened judgment by proper legislation. 


| We believe that prohibition of the liquor 


ithe 2 has reached this second stage. 





The enlightened sentiment of our society 
believes the tratlic is wrong, and we are 
here to help carry that sentiment into 
practical effect. But where and to whom 


' | shall we go for instruction ? Shall we ask 


our enemies where we may camp and 
pitch our tents? Will they not advise us 


-|in harmony with their designs and in- 
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practical effect. But where and to whom 
shall we go for instruction? Shall we ask 
our enemies where we may camp and 
pitch our tents? Will they not advise us 
in harmony with their designs and in- 
terests, and then if we heed them, they 
will surround us and take us captive at 
their will. We have the wisdom of the 
wise guarded by the lamp of experience 
to teach us. We have reason to 
rejoice that we are not groping in 
the dark in our work, like our friends of 
forty yəars ago. 

Our cause has developed a history and 
a literature rich in noble deeds and soul 
sacrifices. The oppressed haye been 
relieved, the cheek of sorrow smoothed, 
the pang of disappointed hope removed, 
the naked clothed, the sick and impris- 
oned visited, the tear of grief wiped off, 
the wrongs of brutish force redressed, 
the wail of woe turned to song, and the 
noble impulses of the soul aroused to 
greater sacrifices and nobler deeds. Such 
has been our work and such is the work 
before us. Deep seated in the organiza- 
tion of our civilization are the contend- 
ing forces of vice and virtue. Sad is the 
condition of society in which vice has the 
mastery; and happy is that society where 
virtue holds the ascendency over vice. 
The mission of the W. C. T. U., the 
church and the law, is to secure and pre- 


| serve thisascendeney. But we must not 


forget the lessons of history prominent 


| among which, that evilis cumulative. Re- 


member the twenty, timid, frightened, 
ignorant heathen, with dark faces, taken 
from a vessel at Jamestown two hundred 
and fifty years before Gettyshurg. The 
subject which has called us together has 


| a history equally as instructive. 


The world was comparatively free from 
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i| dangerous intoxicants and crunkeness 
for five thousand years. lermentation 
was the only means known for produc- 
ing intoxicating drinks. 
tn the eleventh century an Arabian 
woman, by the name of Hagar, discover- 
led the art of distillation, History does 
not say whether she belonged to the W., 
| On. Ù. or not. ‘The presumption is sho 
'| dìd not. Fortunate would it have been 
i| for this generation had her discovery 
'| died with her. The discovery wag, con- 
sidered a great thing for humanity.” ‘The 
physicians and alchymists of the time 
tealled it “aqua vitae’—the water of 
| life. - 
One enthusiast declared the ‘distilled 
.| essence to be an emanation of divinity, an 
{element newly revealed to man, but hid- 
|den from antiquity because the human 
|race was then too young to need this 
‘| beverage, and that it was dostined to re- 
| vive the energies of modern decrepitude.” 
O! the blindness of poor human nature. 
{This “distilled water of life’ was used 
extensively by the doctors of southern 
Europe during the twelfth century. It 
was soon introduced into England and 
.|found favor in the eyes of the king and 
his royal courtiers. 
| The new discovery had in it the el- 
{ement of money making. It fastened 
itself like a leech, by degrees, upon the 
body politic. As the years passed, im- 
.| provements were made not only in its 
.| mode of production, but in its adniter- 
:| ation as well, until we have to-day a 











.i “water of life” which benumbs and threat- 


_|ens to neutralize all the vitalizing ener- 
| gies of our modern civilization. It hurls 
tanto the gulf of dismal death, sixty 
. | thousand yearly, who were created in the 
image of God. It makes suffering gen- 
eral and happiness exceptional. Itstands 
‘|in the way of all virtue and all reform. 
‘| It corupts every phase of our political 
hfe and makes popular government a 
myth. In brief itis an “abomination of 
desolation standing where it ought not.” 
It is for the voting citizens of four sover- 
‘ligncommonwealths to determine within 
a few days, whether this abnormal non- 
descript departs from christian civiliza- 
tion or shall have a welcome and perma- 


-|nent abode with them. It seems to me 


-| that if a million and a half of people, 
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-|thatifa million and a half of people, 


havingthe history of the world before 
their eyes, and having been instructed 
in {the able teachings of the wise and 
prudent of the ages past, and having 
learned the principles of the christian 
religion from the mothers knee, and liv- 
ing within the glorious halo of illumina- 
tion which characterizes the close of the 
nineteenth century, and holding in the 
hand a free and untramelled ballot, 
should vote for perpetuating the saloon, 
we had better at once erect a shrine in 
honor of Bacchus, and inscribe upon every 
stripe, and beneath every star—“‘vow 
ponui vox diaboli” I have said that 

uman nature is a riddle. It is more 
than a riddle, it is an absurdity. How 
are we to account for that little incident 
of history which has just taken place be- 
for our eyes? A great commonwealth, 
proud of its honor, its wealth, its schools, 
its morality, its religion, and its polit- 
ical standing, selects seventy-five men for 
the purpose of framing a code of funda- 
mental laws, designed to do the great- 
6st amount of good to the greatest num- 
ber of uhe people, and to be an enduring 
monument of wisdom. ‘hese seventy- 
five men were selected for their wisdom, 
experience, integrity, knowledge and 
virtue. ‘They all claimed “tobe both 
temperate and temperance men, “i'hey 
all took an oath to faithfully perform the 
duties required of them to the best of 
their knowledge and ability. Those 
tole i ae men knew perfectly what 
our saloon system is, and the character 
of the persons who support them. 
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their knowledge and ability. ‘These 
Mera are mən knew perfectly what 
our saloon system is, and the character 
of the persons who support them. 
They knew they were not. law abiding 
citizens —yes, they know thoy were hab- 
itual and professional law breakers. 
Knowing all of this these seventy-five 
men almost, unanimously, voted for grant- 
ing that criminal element of our society, 
the privilege of employing all their ne- 
farious arta—their whiskey, thoir money, 
and thoir lies to deceive the voter, and 
corrupt the ballot for the purpose of se- 
curing in the fundamental law the priy- 
ilege of perpetually corrupting society. 
We fear they will secure the privilege. 
In view of such work where are we to 
look for the morality, virtue and christ- 
anity of which we boast so much? “By 
their fruits ye shall know thom.” 

Let us look for a moment upon the 
work of another convention. More than 
two months before the political and 
Christian virtue of North Dakota assemb!- 
ed at Bismarck, the distillers, brewers 
and whiskey venders of the nation held 
n convention in the city of Detroit. The 
spacious hall in which they assembled |; 
was most gorgeously decorated, “Pur- 
ple and fine linen” was the general order, 
and its members literally “fared sump- 
tuously every day.” This convention also 
represented a constituency. The busi- 
ness of their consistency was to corrupt 
every influenceand hinder every effort 
intended to eleyate society. As a text 
for their deliberations they inscribed 
upon the pure background of the frescoed 
walls these startling words: “A million 
boys for the whiskey traffic.” They 
masqueraded under nohypocritical dis- 
guise. They did not profess to represent 
morality, virtue, or christanity. They 30 
_| knew their business, and they knew the ta 
world knew it, and they knew as well st 
that what they asked would be granted. t 
They knew that when they asked for a i 
million of boys for the whiskey traffic, tc 
there would come a quick and hearty res- p: 
ponse from the broad bosom of our 4 
warm, sympathetic and christian society: UI 
“Yes, we grant your request, we are not 
only willing to give you a million but 
ten million boys for your traffic.” May 
I ask how did the whiskey venders of 
the United States know that sucha de- 
mand would be willingly met? I[t seems 
to me that the only answer that can be 
given’to this question is,—that they knew 
that human nature is a riddle and they 
had guessed the riddle. Or they acted |: 
upon the belief that the professed mor- 
ality, philanthropy, and christanity of 
the age is hypocritical and. mythical. It 


mav ha alaimad that a aammunitiy io av 








had guessed the riddle. Or they acted 
upon the belief that the professed mor- 
ality, philanthropy, and christanity of 
the age is hypocritical and-mythical. It 
may be claimed that a community is ex- 
cusable on the ground that “mankind is 
more disposed to suffer while evils are |_ 
sufferable, than right themselves by 
abolishing the usages to which they are 
accustomed.” If such is the case what 
is needed is a “Peter the hermit” with 
bare feet and uncovered head to walk 
through the length and breadth of the 
land, uttering his loud cry against the 
unholy sacrilege of the Saracen. ‘hat | 
Saracen which tramples beneath his feet |S 
the seats of justice, and spurns with con- 
tempt the sacred altars of religion, and V 
thrusts his broad brazen face into every 
legislative counsel and masters men and : 
parties with the will of a despot. We 16 
need a Gabriel’s trumpet to arouse the °! 
latent sensibilities of a drowsy people, °J 
and to sound the notes of warning in our ~» 
leader’s ears that the moral forces of so- 
ciety are becoming unbalanced, and vice 
18 gaining the ascendency over virtue. If al 
our country has sunken into a political ey 
and moral stupor, let us “be up and | 
doing with a heart for any fate” and rouse sq 
it up. Letthe pulpit stir itself. Let), 
the true statesman come forward and, 
give to the public the warning lessons of Y 
history. Let the voice of the eloquent m 
orator be heard in the land, and let us all 4, 
cloth ourselves with the armor of truth, p 
put on the breast plate of righteousness, ¢, 
and holding with a firm grasp the double 
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edged word of the spirit, let us J 
Strike till the last armed foe expires, B] 
Strike for our altars and our fires, rl 


Strike for the green graves of our sires, 
, and our native land." i 
I have spoken of two conventions. T 
.| must briefly refer to a third. Moré than 
three months before the meeting of the 
whiskey venders of the nation at Detroit, 
there was a previous convention held 
which gaye direction to the succeedingt | 
ones. ‘Ihis convention to which T refeigi 
was composed of representatives frou 
the salubrious precincts of hades. Their. 
place of meeting was within the dingy’ 
ep ane smeared walls of pandamoniun 
—the council hall of the fallen angel 
His satanic majesty presided. here 
order was secured, one of the diaboli 
arose and said—“Whereas the middl 
world between heaven and hades is sti 
within our control; and whereas, we al 
realize the trath of the saying tha 
“misery loves company,” therefor; Resoly- 
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ed that we make a requisition upon the 
middle world for a million more com- 
panions. to mutually sharə our misery 
with us.” The resolution was carried 
unanimously. A second diaboli arose 
and gravely remarked, “I have recently 
received information from the middle 
world, that there is soon to be a large 
gathering of our friends at Detroit. I 
therefore move that we appoint them our 
agents to procure for us the full quota 
we demand.” The motion prevailed. A 
third speaker with vengance upon his 
brow and sparks flashing from his eyes, 
jumps to his feet and says: “I hear that 
in the middle world, at Bismarck, in 
North Dakota, there is going to bea 
gathering. It is intimated there is danger 
that they will attempt to oppose our work. 
I therefore move that the convention at 
Bismarck be instructed to let our work 
alone; and that they be further instructed 
to throw no hinderance in the way of 
our friends at Detroit.” This motion was 
carried by a rising vote, when the whole 
infernal regions rose to their feet. This 
drawing is in strict harmony with Mil- 
tonian theology, and the sequel of it all 
is, the schemes of the demons of hades, 
and the schemes of the distillers of De- 
troit, and the schemes of the constitution 
makers at Bismarck exactly coincide; and 
a million, bright, intelligent boys are 
handed over to be immolated upon the 
alter of Bacchus. We are here to-day to 
enter our most solemn protest against 
this sacrifice. We, the Young Women’s 
Christian ‘Temperance Union, have a 
very different and a nobler purpose in 
view concerning the million boys. Is it 
unreasonable that we should at this time 
appeal to the manhood of these two 
great states to save these boys? We 
must look to the young and vigorous 
states of the west to take the lead in this 
matter. The stolid east gives us no hope. 
In 1791 Pennsylvania raised the first 
brazen front of rebellion against the 
power of the infant government, for the 
purpose of resisting the collection ofa 
tax upon whiskey. In 1889 the same 
state says by 200,000 majority that whis- 
key still governsit. Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island tell the same story. It is 
difficult to change the settled habits of 
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tax upon whiskey. In 1889 the same 
state says by 200,000 majority that whis- 
key still governs it. Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island tell the same story. It is 
difficult to change the settled habits of 
old societies, More than thirty years 
ago young Kansas with the daring ofa 
mighty giant, said to Congress, andto the 
Supreme Court and tothe president and 
tothe army and navy of the United 
States. “To my borders only shallthe 
dark wave of slavery come and there shall 
its proud wave be stayed” Thereit was 
stayed, and the rebound of that wave 
wiped the dark stain from the constitu- 
tion and the codes of the United States 
and all the states. ‘Thirty years later 
that young giant, having grown to man- 
hood, resolved to thrust rum from its 
borders, andin doing so put in motion 
another wave which has already reached 
the Mississippi, and rolling east, west, 
north and south, and 1s destined to sub- 
merge all the states. The young vig- 
orous, growing west must be depended 
upon to give direction and force to this re- 
form. . Are the young twin Dakotas going 
to take a stand on the side of the oppos- 
ing forces; or will they join hard in hand 
with that noble bandon the march toa 
higher life and a noble end? Shall we 
imitate Pemmsylvania, or Kansas? 
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Shall we take counsel from the demon | - 


clans, the unsavory slums and the vicious 
hords; or shall wə follow the leadership 
of such as Father Mathew, John B. 
Gough and Francis E. Willard. 
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